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A Note from the 
Principal… 

Dear Parent/Guardians, 
The teachers at Burnham School 
have just completed their Parent-
Teacher Conferences. I am pleased to report that 
100% participation took place. The staff and I are 
fortunate to have you as our partners in the learning 
process. These conferences have given the teachers an 
opportunity to share the progress of your child(ren) 
and to help you gain an understanding of the 
expectations for future learning and/or improvements. 
It was also a time for teachers to gain assistance from 
you in establishing goals for home and for school. 

The teachers look forward to seeing you again on 
November 16th. On that day parents/guardians are 
invited to attend our Visitation Day. This will give you 
an opportunity to see your child(ren) engaged in the 
academic setting. Visitation Day is scheduled from 
9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and from 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 
p.m. Please try to find time in your day to visit with us. 
It is a wonderful opportunity to see our curriculum in 
action! 

Physical Education teacher, Mr. Morgan, began his 
intramural program which we are now calling the 
Fitness Club on October 14th for grade 4 and 5 
students. Students are excited and buzzing about this 
program. The intramural program will run throughout 
the year Friday mornings from 8:10-8:45. It is a 
great opportunity to develop and to strengthen 
f r i e n d s h i p s , cooperation skills, 
and sport specific skills. Mr. Morgan 
p l a n s t o h a v e s t u d e n t s 
participate in floor hockey, basketball, 
a e r o b i c s , v o l l e y b a l l , 
movement games, a n d / o r s o c c e r. 
Each session also has a fitness component. Overall 
health and wellness can improve with participation in 
the Burnham Free intramural program. 

Although last month’s newsletter announced our 100% 
participation in the Governor’s Reading Challenge, I 
now have additional information to share. I am 
pleased to inform the school community that we had 

impressive results with a total of 763 books read. 
These Burnham students were certainly engaged this 
summer in reading many, many selections. Thank you 
parents/guardians for your efforts in encouraging your 
child(ren) to read during the summer. It is a wonderful 
and worthwhile activity to engage in, not only in the 
summer months, but all year long. We are looking for 
100% participation rate, which I am confident we can 
reach again next summer. Keep reading through the 
school year. 

As I look ahead and do see the year flying by, I want to 
remind parents and guardians that the marking period 
will end on November 18th. Report card distribution 
will take place on December 9th. Your efforts at home 
are so helpful. Keep reading to and with your 
child(ren). Review papers that come home and 
remember to contact your child’s teacher should you 
have a question or concern. Working together can 
only help your child(ren) learn and grow and to 
become a successful student.  

Sincerely, 
Cathy G. Colella 

Principal

NOVEMBER DATES TO  
REMEMBER

11/1 PTO Meeting, 6:30 pm

11/7 Board of Education Meeting/Business 7 PM

11/8 Professional Development - No School for 

Students

11/9 Grade 4 Field Trip to CT Science Center

11/11 Veteran’s Day - No School

11/16-18 American Education Week

11/16 Parent/Guardian Visitation Day

11/18 Grades Close

11/21 Harvest Gathering

11/21 Board of Education Meeting/Education 7 PM

11/23-25 Thanksgiving Recess, No School

12/6 PTO Meeting, 6:30 pm

 



 

Grade 3: 
Rocks and Minerals 

Third graders have been learning about rocks 
and minerals. They began by measuring and 
taking apart “mock” rocks. They then sorted the 
d i f f e re n t “m i n e ra l s ” o r 
ingredients used to make the 
rocks. They found evidence 
of 2 different colored gravel, 

she l l s , and ano ther 
mixture of materials. 
Some minerals were not 
visible, so students used 
water to separate the 

minerals in a vial. After letting the material settle 
in water, students found evidence 
of sand and flour. The water left 
behind had the last ingredient 
dissolved in it. Lastly, students 

poured out some 
of the water to let it 
evaporate so the 
last mineral would 
be le f t behind. 
After the water 
evaporated, crystals formed. 

The third graders used a crystal identification 
sheet to identify the crystals as salt. Students 
also learned the difference 
b e t w e e n r o c k s a n d 
minerals. The unit wil l 
conclude with performing 
scratch tests to determine 
the hardness of different 
minerals.

Grade 5:  
“Meet”ing at the  
Shepaug Track 

On the glorious Monday of October 24th, our 
region’s fifth graders met at the 
Shepaug track for their first 
opportunity to mingle with their 
future classmates. Mr. Morgan, our 
physical education teacher, 
organized a friendly competition 
among four 

blended teams. Students 
had an opportunity to apply 
s k i l l s l e a r n e d d u r i n g 
physical education. They 
participated in a  variety of 
events commonly seen at 

track meets, such as the long 
jump, shot-put, and relays. 
Parents, teachers, and peers 
were present to cheer on the 
athletes at each event. We 
h o p e f r i e n d s h i p s w e r e 
formed that will carry on into 

middle school and beyond. 
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Getting In Shape with Mr. Morgan 
We are hoping to get outside in November. Our outdoor unit plans include throwing and catching. Our 
younger students start with scarves and quickly move up to yarn balls/ gator skin balls. These are slower, 
softer, and ultimately safer. We’re looking to provide lots of repetition and keep all students engaged in the 

many throw/catch games we play. The older students are throwing 
and catching using nerf footballs. We will eventually be playing some 
lead up games called ‘ultimate football’, ‘4 down football’, and also 
get to try some flag football. Later in the spring we will revisit 
throwing and catching in our wiffle ball unit. 

Once the weather gets t o c h i l l y t o s t a y 
outside- we will come indoors and begin our 

unit of dribbling. This is another hand-eye coordination skill so important in many 
sports our students play. Each student will have multiple opportunities to practice 
dribbling a ball. Most of the students will also get to practice the various types of 
passing commonly seen in basketball. Older students will get some time to 
shoot hoops. Games that students will play include ‘21’, ‘Knockout’, ‘Around the World’ 
and ‘Horse.’ Our goals are adjustable from 8 to 10 feet and we lower them when needed. Our goal is to 

accommodate all skill levels so that everyone is challenged yet successful. 

Once we get closer to Thanksgiving, students will get to participate in 
some fitness games. These are heart rate raising, ‘turkey themed’ 
games. We want to keep the focus on FUN as we continue to improve 
upon our current f i tness levels . P lease contact me at 
morgand@region-12.org if you have any questions regarding our PE 
program. 

Mrs. DeSantis With a Word 
from the Resource Center

Happy November! 

In October,  second and third graders began their small group visits to the 
library. The first couple of sessions were spent on reviewing parts of the book 
and library set up. Basic understanding of the set up and organization of a 
library is the key to success in locating library books. 

This year one of the bulletin boards in the main hallway is devoted to reading. 
Reading is such an important skill. When individuals learn to read and write, 
they have the power to transform their lives. Stop and check our “What are you 

reading?” board, where students and staff share some of their favorite books. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish each of you a wonderful 
Thanksgiving. May it be your best one yet! 

~A thankful heart is not only the greatest virtue, but the parent of all the other virtues.~
                           ~Cicero~



The Student Council has been very busy with wonderful 
activities. They are promoting good deeds around our 
school and community. 
  

The Council has been getting the school store ready 
for sales. They are enthused about the items they will be selling. They use the earnings 
to stock the store with more fun treats and extra money is used to purchase 
items for the whole school, like recess toys!   

Student Council Students have jumped right in with helping the Bridgewater Community. 
They ran a food drive to help fight child hunger. 
Students and staff wore orange to raise awareness 
and donated kid friendly f o o d i t e m s . Counci l members are 
promoting a sense of community and kindness toward others with 
these activities. 

Finally, Burnham School Student Council continued thinking about others less fortunate and 
encouraged our community to help this Halloween by participating in and promoting 
“Trick or Treat for UNICEF”. This national effort began in 1950 as a way to help kids 
who are in need of basic supplies for everyday life. Council members hope to 
make some generous donations for such an awesome cause. 

Student 
Council

News


Fire Prevention Program
Fire is everyone’s fight!  It is a national effort led by the U.S. Fire Administration to 
lower the number of home fires and home injuries in America. Along, with USFA, 
each fire community is speaking out with a unified message of fire prevention and 
safety to the public.  A great way to assist in accomplishing this goal is to teach 
our youngsters how to stay safe and prevent fires from happening in their homes. 
With knowledge, our students will become local ambassadors of fire prevention.  
Fire Prevention Week is celebrated during the month of October. The elementary 

students of Region 12 all participated in community based Fire 
Prevention Programs. Each local fire department provided students with 
an opportunity to learn about fire safety. They provided our students with 
a 30 to 45 minute program that introduced students to the firefighters, the 
equipment firefighters use to help people, the equipment used to put out 
fires as well as fire prevention and survival skills. 
  It is always a grand event when the big red fire 
truck arrives at each school! 

In our schools, we continue our efforts to educate our students throughout the 
year with monthly fire drill practices.   It is hoped that the students will go home 
with the important messages learned about fire safety and to practice those safety 
strategies at home with their families.  



Attendance and Tardiness 
Our district policy (#5113) makes reference 
to the need by law to have all children attend 
school regularly during the hours of our 
school day. Time lost from class tends to be 
irretrievable in terms of opportunity for 
instructional interaction. The Board of 
Education requires that accurate records be 
kept of the attendance and tardiness of each 
child. Your child’s teacher takes attendance 
daily at the onset of the school day. 
Aside from illness, it is important that your 
child attends school regularly and on time. 
Arriving on time to school helps your child 
develop the important life skill of being 
punctual for commitments. Learning 
experiences that occur in the 
classroom are considered to be 
m e a n i n g f u l a n d e s s e n t i a l 
components of the learning process. 

Reporting Illness 
If your child is displaying signs of illness, for 
example:  fever greater than 100 degrees F, 
severe congestion, sore throat, cough, 

vomiting, diarrhea, unexplained 
rashes and/or eye drainage, they 
must stay home from school. 
Please report your child absent 

as soon as possible and report symptoms to 
the school nurse for monitoring purposes. 
Thank you for you diligence with these 
important matters. Feel free to contact staff 
with any concerns regarding your child’s 
health or school experience. 

International Walk to School Day 
On October 5, 2016, Burnham School took 

part in International 
Walk to School Day. This 
is a global event which 
t a k e s p l a c e e v e r y 
October. There are many 

wonderful benefits to being involved in walk 
to school. First, it’s FUN!  Walking together 
brings a sense of joy and invigoration. 
Wa lk ing i s a chance for 
children (and adults!) to get the 
physical activity they need. 
Replacing car trips to school 
with walking reminds everyone 
how we can reduce a i r-
polluting emissions. Walking to 
school is a way to provide 
education on safety, reminding children how 

to walk safely, and 
reminding motorists 
to be alert. Lastly, 
walking to school 
together boosts a 
sense of community. 
We were lucky to 
have a beautiful crisp 

fall morning for this event. Students, staff, 
parents, and many community members 
joined together and enjoyed a brisk, fun-filled 
walk to school.  

Burnham  
School  

Students  
Celebrating  
Birthdays  

in a  
Healthy  

Way!

Will celebrates his 
birthday with his 
classmates in a 

healthy way with 
non-food treats!

Jacob celebrates 
his birthday with 
non-food treats, 

too!

Notes and News from the Nurse...



Burnham 
School 

PTO Fall 
Fundraiser

A special thanks 
to Mr. Melatti for 

providing the 
pumpkins!

A special 
thanks  

to Ashli Feather,  
c0-chair!

A special  
thanks to  

Tanya Goodman,  
c0-chair!



A special 
“THANK  
YOU” to 
the PTO 
for the  

fabulous 
Book Fair! 



November: 
A Time for Tradition 

Our Thanksgiving celebration is fast 
approaching. This year’s celebration will be 
held on November 21st. The staff, students, 
and the PTO members have been planning for 
a wonderful collaborative community 
gathering. There will be a focus 
once again on community 
b u i l d i n g , s e r v i c e , a n d 
citizenship. The Student Council 
and the student body will 
conduct a food drive and PTO 
will ask for monetary donations 
to provide funding for Big Y gift 
certificates for local families in need. The 

students will celebrate by 
offering their seeds of 

kindness to the seniors in 
our community and to 
our bus drivers with a 

performance and a craft activity. The Burnham 
School community looks forward to this very 
special event.

        Burnham School    
       Concert Schedule 

 

Burnham School holds two concerts each year: the 
Winter Concert in December and the Spring Concert 
in May. Mark your calendars now for these special 
events! 

Miss Kirk, Mr. Nanavaty and students have been 
busy preparing for the Winter Concert. This year the 
concert takes place on Monday, December 19th at 
2:00 in the afternoon. Come celebrate the holiday 
season with music. 

Our Spring Concert takes place in the evening and is 
coupled with our annual Art Show. This year the 
concert is on Monday, May 22nd Families may 
preview artwork beginning at 6:30 and the concert 
begins at 7:00.  

Thank you for your continued support of our music 
program. We look forward to sharing our 
performances with the Burnham School community. 

Cold Weather Reminders 
As the cold weather is upon us, the staff and I 

wish to remind everyone about 
the need for jackets, 
mittens, and hats. Unless 

it is too wet, the students will 
go out at recess. When the 

snow arrives, students will also 
need snow pants and boots so 

that they can enjoy the snowy outdoors.

Parents a re o u r p a r t n e rs i n t h e 
important job of educating all 

our children. I urge you to 
attend and support the 

PTO, become a member, 
volunteer, and take part in 
helping your child to grow 

academically. PTO meetings will be held 
each month at 6:30 p.m. The  next meeting 
will be held on November 1. We hope you 
plan to attend!

PTO

Visit Our Website! 
 
Our web address is www.region-12.org. Once 
you are at the district’s home page you can visit 
Burnham School’s website. The 
staff will be adding information 
regularly. Please use it as an 
a d d i t i o n a l r e s o u r c e f o r 
information gathering. 

Autumn

http://www.region-12.org
http://www.region-12.org


The Women’s Center of Greater Danbury’s  
Visit to Burnham School 

The Women’s Center of Greater Danbury visited the classrooms of Burnham 
School, offering programs for each grade level. Some of the program 
objectives were “Care and Kindness”, “Empathy”, and “Bully B.E.A.N.S.” These 
presentations were informative and provided the students with facts and 
strategies that will promote the development of positive relationships. We are 
looking forward to their next visit when Grades K1 and 4 when “Act Out/
Boundaries” will be presented.



N o t i f i c a t i o n 
Service: 
The Regional School District #12 
Schools have a Notification 
Service to enhance parental 

communications. This service will 
allow us to send a voice message to ALL 

of our students’ parents on ALL of their contact 
numbers within minutes, if an emergency occurs 
at a school. The notification service will also 
assist the schools in reducing the recourses 
needed to pass along key information regarding 
school events or reminders.

The district will be utilizing this service for : 
• Emergency Notification
• Inclement weather - early dismissals due to 

inclement weather
• Rumor Control
• Early-Release Reminders

Your child’s school may be utilizing this 
service for: 
• Attendance
• Report Card Reminders
• Grade level information i.e. field trip reminders
• Notification of Open House/Parent Teacher 

Conferences/Parent Visitation Day

• Art Shows and Concerts
The ability to deliver a message is only as 
successful as the contact information we have 
for our families, so please make certain we have 
the most up-to-date direct dial numbers. If this 
information changes, please let your child’s 
school know immediately. 

Important: 
1. The service will leave a message on your 

voicemail or answering machine.

2. If you have such things as Telemarketer 
Zapper or Privacy Director on your 
telephone lines, you may not receive the call.

3. The service does NOT call extensions. If you 
have a direct dial number at work, you should 
provide your child’s school with the direct dial 
number not a main number plus an extension.

Good Character Traits:  
(Referenced in Board of Education Policy #0210.3) 

Region 12 is dedicated to strengthening the 
character of our students by encouraging a 
consistent set of ethical values that direct and 
guide behavioral choices. These universal values, 
which transcend political, religious, cultural, and 
the Golden Rule encompasses economic differences,  
“Do unto others as you would have them do unto 
you.” Therefore, good Character Traits are essential 
to the learning process. We work throughout the 
year in developing the following: 

1.  Trustworthiness 

2. Respect 

3. Responsibility 

4. Fairness 

5. Caring 

6. Citizenship 

Good conduct is synonymous with good citizenship. 
Students are expected to exercise good citizenship 
at all times while in school, attending school-
related activities and after school activities 
conducted at the school. This includes showing 
respect for the rights of others and regard for 
personal and school property. Students should 
strive to contribute to the climate of the school by 
being courteous and well mannered.  

Burnham School also utilizes The Second Step 
Program to promote social skills necessary to be a 
caring community. Additionally, grades three 
through five have access to a second program, Steps 
to Respect when needed. 

It is our hope that the power and influence of the 
school-family partnership will provide consistent 
m e s s a g e s to o u r s t u d e n t s re g a rd i n g t h e 
development of positive student behaviors and 
thus, improve student learning.



RP 30:8

Raising a child means more than helping him or her
grow up healthy and happy. It’s important that, by
the time they’re ready to leave home, children have
learned to be self-sufficient and responsible. Those
kinds of lessons take an entire childhood to learn,
but they’re among the most important legacies you
can pass on to your children. Here are some ways to
start:

Make them Calendar Girls (and Boys). Give your
child his or her own calendar. Have children mark
when a test or project due, or when a sports or group
activity is scheduled. Each child’s
calendar should be posted in a visible
spot, and get them in the habit of
checking it every day—either adding
new events and deadlines or crossing
off things they’ve completed.

Keeping Track. As tempting as it is
to bail out your children if they
forget their lunch or homework or
put off an assignment until too late,
those mistakes can be excellent tools
to teach responsibility. If your child
needs to borrow lunch money, make
sure it is paid back from his or her
own savings. If the project is due the
next day, fight the urge to step in and
help get it done. Children only need a few such
lessons, and some serious follow-up discussions
from their families and teachers, to realize that it’s
not worth it to be irresponsible.

Helping Others. No matter what your child’s
situation in life, there always are others in greater
need. Get your child involved in helping those less
fortunate by working through community, school, or
religious groups that focus on community service.
Show that you believe in what you’re teaching by
volunteering yourself as well.

Pet Smarts. Taking care of the family pet is an

excellent way to learn responsibility. Children quick-
ly learn the consequences if they forget to take the
dog out, forget to feed the cat, or let a caged pet stay
out unattended. Your children need to know that
their pets depend on them.

Get to Work. Assign weekly chores to everyone in
the house, rotating them so that, eventually, everyone
has a turn at doing the dishes, putting away laundry,
and taking out the trash. Divide the jobs by age, with
older children doing the harder jobs, and make sure
to never list anything as a “girl” job or a “boy” job.  

Save for the Future. Financial
responsibility is easy to teach if
you start when your children are
young. From their very first
birthday money, teach them to set
aside a certain amount for the
future. A good rule of thumb is to
put half away for savings and save
half for spending, either on things
they want right away or things
they’d like to buy in the future. 

Consider Matching Funds. If
your children are saving for
something that’s a big-ticket item,
consider setting up a matching

fund, where, if they earn the first half, you’ll chip in
the second. Even though it sounds like the same
concept as saying you’ll split the cost with them, it’s
actually more effective to have them demonstrate to
you first that they’ve worked and saved enough to
pay for their share.

Finally, remember that the only way to teach your
children responsibility is to model the behavior
yourself. Make sure they know that they can depend
on you to follow through on promises. Help them
see that you value your contributions to your job,
your community, and your family.  

Raising Responsible Children
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